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(Columbus, OH) FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE— The Columbus Symphony ’s Board of Trustees is pleased to welcome
five new members. James Garland, Marilyn Harris, Frederick M. Isaac,  Neil Mortine and Sheldon Taft have each
been elected to a three year term (effective immediately) to the board, which oversees and governs the affairs of the
Columbus Symphony.

Buzz Trafford , Columbus Symphony Orchestra Board Chair, noted "As everyone who follows the Columbus Symphony
knows, we face a number of very serious challenges in the immediate future. We are delighted that Fred, Jim, Marilyn,
Neil and Sheldon, all of whom share a passion for the Columbus Symphony and our community, have agreed to give
their time and talent to the Board. Their wisdom and energy will be put to good use."

James Garland is President of The Jeffrey Company, a private investment company based in Columbus, Ohio. A Maine
native, he worked for seven years at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Maryland as a programmer and
data base administrator, then returned to Maine in 1976 to join an investment advisory firm as a securities analyst and
portfolio manager. In 1995 he relocated to Ohio to work for The Jeffrey Company. He has been a trustee of many non-
profit organizations, most recently serving on the boards of The Nature Conservancy, The Ohio Chapter, Bexley
Education Foundation and Baxter State Park Advisory Committee.

A native of New Hampshire, Marilyn Harris 's varied professional career has included stints as a freelance journalist for
several regional New England publications, broker for the Vintage Society, and hostess/publicist for Great Western
Wines. Harris is a longtime volunteer with healthcare and arts organizations, and is a founding member of The Ohio State
University pARTners for the Arts. She is currently a member of the Board of Directors of the friends of WOSU, and holds
the office of Secretary of the Greater Columbus Arts Council.

Frederick M. Isaac is a Columbus, Ohio native, a former Chairman of the Columbus Symphony Board of Trustees (1982-
1984) and Board Trustee (1968-1986). A partner at Isaac, Brant, Ledman & Teetor LLP, Isaac has over 30 years
experience serving clients as a litigator and all areas of law. Since 1992, Isaac has been listed in Outstanding Lawyers of
America, and is a two-time recipient of the Columbus Bar Association Community Service Award. He is a past Chairman
of the Ethics Committee of the Columbus Bar Association, past Treasurer for the National Conference on Social Welfare,
and past member of the Ohio Supreme Court Advisory Committee on child support guidelines. Isaac’s love for the arts
and community prompted him to serve as Secretary of the Columbus Association for the Performing Arts and Vice Chair
of the Columbus Urban League.

Neil Mortine is the President of Fahlgren Mortine Public Relations, ranked one of the top 100 PR firms in the nation by
PRWeek and the largest firm in Central Ohio by Business First. He has 30 years experience in corporate communications



and brand marketing management. Mortine is the recipient of the Central Ohio Chapter of the Public Relations Society of
America’s Walt Seifert Award for Outstanding Service to the Public Relations Student Society of America. He is a member
of the Fahlgren, Inc. Board of Directors, is Chairman of the Board of Trustees for the Franklin Park Conservatory, a
governor-appointed board member and Marketing chair for the Ohio Historical Society, and a board member for the
Columbus State Community College Development Foundation, the Worthington Arts Council, and WOSU Advisory Panel.

Born in Cleveland and raised in Columbus, Sheldon Taft is a retired partner of Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease. After
serving in the US Air Force from 1963-1965, he served as Assistant Attorney General and Chief Legal Counsel to the
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio from 1969-1971, and practiced energy and utility law until his 2002 retirement. In 1987
he was elected to the Board of Trustees of Opera Columbus, where he was named President from 1991-1993 and Life
Trustee in 1995. He currently serves on the Board of Chamber Music Columbus, and has played a leadership role on the
boards of other non-profit organizations in the past.
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